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diseases of infancy and childhood, most of them are the product 
of the experience of one man, and while such books are in them¬ 
selves very valuable, still the expression of opinion of a number 
of eminent pediatricians has a distinct place in the library of 
the medical practitioner. It is strange, however, to note that all 
of the American authors follow along the same rut not only in 
the manner of presenting the subject under discussion, but also 
in condemning the observation, and oftentimes the experience 
of other men whose methods of treatment are opposed to their 
own. The preface states that this volume of Pediatrics is from 
the pens of well-known authorities in America and England, 
who have been selected as eminently fitted to write on the subject 
assigned to them, and to this statement we can take no exception 
as a glance over the list of contributors justifies it. 

In this country we are far behind other nations in provision 
for the nursing of children, and although the main facts and 
most of the accepted theories of the best methods of nursing the 
child are advanced in this volume, still they have not brought 
forward prominently enough the methods which have been so 
successfully employed in France and England. One authority 
tells us that for many years he has used sterilized milk extensively 
in rearing innumerable infants, without the development of a 
single case of infantile scurvy, another authority tells us that 
milk should never be sterilized, and that it is even dangerous to 
pasteurize milk on account of the dangers of malnutrition. 
Whom are we to believe? The present work is up to date from 
the American standpoint, and is a valuable addition to the sub¬ 
ject of pediatrics. 

Paul Pilcher. 

Studien auf DEM Gediete des Kriegssanitatswesens in 
Russiscii-Japanischem Kriege, 1904-1905. By Dr. Wal¬ 
ter von Oettingen, Surgeon in Berlin, Chief Surgeon of 
the Livland Field Hospital of the Red Cross in Eho and 
Mukden. (Manchuria.) Dedicated to Professor Ernst von 
Bcrgmann upon the celebration of his 70th Birthday. 7 x I0 > 
pp. 247; 50 illustrations. August Hirschwald, publisher, 
Berlin, 1907. 

In America so much was written during the Japanese-Rus- 
sian War concerning the military operations upon land and sea 
of tli* Japanese, and so much attention was paid to the extra- 
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ordinary achievcnts in military hygiene, and in the actual care 
of the sick and wounded men in the camp and on the battlefield 
by the Japanese, that it is something of a relief, professionally, 
to find that in certain ways, at least, the Russian forces endeav¬ 
ored, so far as they could, to accomplish similar results within 
their own military sphere of action. It is therefore with especial 
interest that one reads this book by Dr. Walter von Oettingen, 
a surgeon of Berlin who accompanied the field hospital of the 
Red Cross in the campaigns at Elio and at Mukden, in Man¬ 
churia. The unusual experiences which the author underwent 
during this campaign, lie has grouped together in the present 
volume, and dedicated them to his former chief, Professor Ernst 
von Bcrgmann as a part of the “ Festschrift ’’ published upon 
the occasion of the seventieth birthday of that distinguished 
surgeon. 

When the climatic difficulties which attended this series of 
active campaigns arc considered, the results obtained must be 
considered remarkable. The effort was made, so far as possible 
to avail himself of the practical teaching and experience acquired 
by von Bcrgmann in the Turkish War, and to secure, so far as 
circumstances would permit, the greatest possible relief for the 
sick and wounded in the field. 

The material in the volume may be divided into two general 
sub-divisions, the first dealing with the preparations and activ¬ 
ities in the Red Cross hospitals from November, 1904, until 
the 26th of February, 1905, and the second a description of the 
medical experience which took place during the famous twelve 
days’ battle at Mukden, lasting from the 25th of February until 
the 9th of March, 1905. 

Under the first subdivision, military surgeons will find much 
of value in the detailed descriptions of the means of transporta¬ 
tion and of the construction of field hospitals in a country where 
the ground was frozen to a depth of many feet during a large 
portion of the year, and where the mere necessity for obtaining 
sufficient warmth to prevent the wounded from being frozen 
to death even after they had entered the hospital wards, was 
one of the most difficult problems that the military surgeon had 
to solve. The surgical equipment and the details of administra¬ 
tion are also of much interest, and arc made of value by the 
numerous illustrations in the text. 
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A special experience was gained in the use of the portable 
Dockers barracks. When the war was declared, it was decided 
to take five of these portable structures with the Red Cross, into 
the field, although it was maintained by many that the use of 
these structures in a climate like that of Manchuria, was ill 
advised. 

As a matter of fact, however, the results obtained were very 
satisfactory, and this was especially true when the site of the 
hospital was not too great a distance from the railway. With a 
practiced Hospital Corps, it was found possible to erect this 
field hospital in from seven to eight hours, and under favorable 
conditions, even greater speed in preparation was achieved. The 
result was that in many instances, two well equipped operating 
rooms were made available in a short time, and in connection 
with these, a dispensary for the administration of medicines and 
the distribution of field medical supplies. 

Another detail of construction of interest to military sur¬ 
geons, was the use of earth huts of kind commonly used in 
Siberia by the peasants. These were amplified for military pur¬ 
poses into much larger structures, some of them 24 metres wide 
and 60 metres long. The greatest height at the apex of the roof 
in these large hospital wards so constructed, was 18 feet, and at 
the side the caves reached practically to the level of the ground. 
Trenches four feet deep are dug longitudinally through the floor 
of this structure and upon the layers of earth left between the 
trenches in strips 15 feet wide, the blankets of the wounded were 
laid and improvised beds were constructed. In this manner the 
surgeons were able to reach the patients in the ward in the 
easiest way and to have them at a suitable height for proper care. 
Ventilation was secured hy openings at regular intervals in 
the roof which was covered thickly with earth to maintain 
warmth, and at each end through double doorways and windows 
giving access to the wards and permitting them to be light. 

Many interesting and accurate details are given of the differ¬ 
ent structures and dressings that were improvised in similar 
ways, growing out of the necessities of the country and the 
climate. 

In the section devoted to the “ Twelve Days’ Fight,” the 
transportation of the wounded the first day upon the battlefield 
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itself, the class of injuries, particularly those caused by modem 
small caliber high power projectiles from the infantry rifle, and 
the other class caused by shrapnel so freely used by the Japanese 
in their field artillery, receive especial attention. 

As a whole, the book is a most interesting and profitable one. 
It supplies to the professional reader many new ideas as to the 
manner of guarding against infection and of securing good re¬ 
sults under the most unfavorable conditions, and to the lay 
reader it presents in a vivid manner the difficulties and dangers 
that attend the prosecution of an actual campaign where both 
man and nature have combined to render mere existence almost 
an impossibility. To both it brings vividly to mind the celebrated 
axiom attributed to Gen. Sherman, that “ War is Hell! ” 

Henry P. de Forrest. 

Tiie Diagnosis and Treatment of Diseases of Women. By 
Harry S. Crossen, M.D., Clinical Professor of Gynecology, 
Washington University, St. Louis, Mo., etc. 799 pages and 
700 illustrations. C. W. Mosby Medical Book and Publish¬ 
ing Co., St. Louis, Mo., 1907. 

The author sets forth the aims of the book in its preface. 
It “ is devoted exclusively to the diagnosis and treatment of 
diseases of women as those diseases are met with in the office 
and at the bedside by the general practitioner. No space is given 
to other considerations (etiology, pathology, major operative 
technique), except as necessary to bring the work to its highest 
usefulness as a practical guide in the lines indicated. While no 
space is taken up with detailed technical descriptions of major 
operations, much care is taken to set forth clearly the differential 
diagnosis of the various conditions requiring such operative 
treatment, the kind of operation called for by the particular con¬ 
ditions present, what the operation is intended to accomplish, the 
preparation of the patient for operation and the after care neces¬ 
sary to complete the restoration to health.” 

Over 220 of the 700 illustrations are original and many of 
these are reproductions of photographs which represent the 
various steps in the diagnosis and treatment of pelvic disorders. 
The remaining illustrations have been chosen from various sources 
and due acknowledgment and credit is given these sources both in 
the preface and text. 

As has been stated, the work is devoted exclusively to the 



